BISMARCK

understanding or sympathy in Pomerania, but which in
Schonhausen met with the acquiescence of men in my own
district, like Count Wartensleben of Karow, Schierstadt-
Dahlen, and others (the same men of whom some were
among the party of Church patrons in the New Era sub-
sequently condemned). This was the result of the style,
to me unsympathetic, in which the opposition was con-
ducted in the first United Diet, to which.I was summoned,
only for the last six weeks of the session, as substitute for
Deputy von Brauchitsch, who was laid up with illness.
The speeches of the East Prussians, Saucken-Tarputschen
and Alfred Auerswald, the sentimentality of Beckerath,
the Gallo-Rhenish liberalism of Heydt and Mevissen, and
the boisterous violence of Vincke's speeches, disgusted
me; and even at this date when I read the proceedings
they give me the impression of imported phrases made to
pattern. I felt that the King was on the right track, and
could claim to be allowed time, and not be hurried in his
development.

I came into conflict with the Opposition the first time
I made a longer speech than usual, on May 17, 1847, when
I combated the legend that the Prussians had gone to war
in 1813 to get a constitution, and gave free expression to
my natural indignation at the idea that foreign domination
was in itself no adequate reason for fighting.1 It ap-
peared to me undignified that the nation, as a set-off to its
having freed itself, should hand in to the King an account
payable in the paragraphs of a constitution. My perform-
ance produced a storm. I remained in the tribune turning
over the leaves of a newspaper which lay there- and then,
when the commotion had subsided, I finished my speech.

1 Politische Reden (Cotta's edition), i. 9.
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